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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Applicant cannot rely upon the foreign priority papers to overcome this rejection 
because a translation of said papers has not been made of record in accordance with 
37CFR1.55. See MPEP § 201.15. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 through 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nakami U.S. Patent Application Publication US 2004/0141069 A1. 
Refer to all embodiments and Figures. 

Claim 1 sets forth: "The image pickup apparatus comprising: 

photographic means for photographing a subject (digital still camera 12); 

directory creation means for creating directories according to shooting situations 
selected from multiple predetermined types of shooting situations (Directories are first 
mentioned with respect to the fourth embodiment in sections [0035] and [0036]. Also 
consider the PC. The memory card MC referred to in section [0066] could serve to store 
many formats, JPEG, TIFF, RAW, BMP and GIF. And see Figures 2 and 9 through 11, 
for example.); 
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assigning means for assigning image data produced by the photographic means 
as a result of photography to the directories according to the selected shooting 
situations (See TAGS 2060 and Figure 8.); 

attaching means for attaching identification information to the image data 
according to the selected shooting situations (See Applications APPO-2 and APP6, for 
example, as they correlate with Exit Tags.); and 

storage means for storing the image data to which the identification information is 
attached, together with an application program of one or more specified applications so 
as to associate the image data with the applications (See sections [0073] through 
[0075]. More flowcharts are shown in Figures 12 through 14.)." 

With respect to claims 2, 3, 5, 6 and 8 through 12, the limitations following 
"wherein" are interpreted as defining functional language and do not further limit the 
claim language of either dependent claim. See MPEP 2114. Said claims are rejected for 
the same reasons already applied to rejected claim 1. 

Furthermore: 

Claim 2 sets forth: "The image pickup apparatus according to claim 1, wherein, 
when desired ones of the shooting situations are selected, the assigning means assigns 
all image data obtained sequentially as a result of photography by the photographic 
means to directories corresponding to the shooting situations." Sequential processing is 
discussed in sections [0031] and [0032]. Also see the Gl data of Figure 6 and sections 
[0079] and [0080]. 
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With respect to claims 3 and 4, a selection process is discussed in sections 
[0124] and [0125]. See thumbnail image data shown in Figure 7 and mentioned in 
section [0082]. Other thumbnail images are described throughout the teaching. A 
thumbnail is selected by the user and appears in synchronization with the selection. The 
user also selects a printed image. 

With respect to claim 5, section [0129] suggests that a printed image includes 
information describing the time the image was obtained. Tags relating to time and date 
are shown in Figure 8, for example. 

With respect to claim 6, many of the tags could be used to describe location as 
well as the makernote 2060c as shown in Figure 8. 

The method steps described in claims 7 through 12 are met for the reasons 
already applied in the rejections above. Again, see the flowcharts. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melissa J. Koval whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2121. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Assouad can be reached on (571) 272-2210. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Melissa Jan Koval 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2862 
MJK 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



